Small Talk News

25 February 2005
The Government’s response to the Royal Society/Royal Academy of Engineering report on nanoscience and nanotechnologies was launched today at the  Science Museum’s new Antenna exhibition on nanotechnology.

In the report, the Government makes a commitment to promoting constructive dialogue on nanotechnologies stating that:

‘The Government is committed to promoting constructive dialogue on nanotechnologies. The Government agrees that properly targeted and sufficiently resourced public dialogue will be crucial in securing a future for nanotechnologies. The Government’s aim for public dialogue around nanotechnologies is to elicit and understand people’s aspirations and concerns around the development of these technologies. Through the dialogue process, scientists and the public can jointly explore existing and potential opportunities, and policy-makers will want to hear about, and then respond to, public concerns related to ethical, social, health, safety and environmental issues.’ 

Small Talk is highlighted in the report as an activity that will help government to meet this aim.  
 
The Government’s principles for public dialogue on science and technology are also laid out in Appendix B of the report – a particularly  valuable resource for anyone planning a public dialogue event on a nanotechnology .

Links
A copy of the report is available at http://www.ost.gov.uk/policy/issues/index.htm#Nanotechnology

Details of the Science Museum’s exhibition are at http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/antenna/nano/index.asp

More information about organising dialogue events on nanotechnologies is available at http://www.smalltalk.org.uk

