EXCITE UK

DEBATES WITH A DIFFERENCE
a) The objective is to deliver a series of Debate with a difference (Dwad) days across the UK – discussing stem cell research – based on the successful pilot carried out by the sciZmic project at its Newcastle hub, the Centre for Life. Dwad Days will give students the opportunity to find out about and discuss the topic through a structured programme held in the welcoming not-school environment of a science discovery centre. Whilst similar in concept to the BA's Visions conferences, Dwad Days target a younger audience.
The format of Dwad Days has been devised specifically to: 
- Inform debate through presentations by speakers with different perspectives on stem cell research 
- Further inform and stimulate debate through students’ own research, using press, Internet, science-centre exhibitions, and live interviews with research scientists, patient groups, etc, as their sources
- Facilitate structured debate of Stem Cell Research – as the climax and conclusion of the Day – enabling students to discuss their findings and opinions on the issues involved
- Involve students actively in all elements of the Day 
- Involve teachers as observers rather than facilitators, gaining insight and experience of informal methods to stimulate debate of ethical and contemporary issues in science.
b) The intended audience comprises pupils (12-15) and their science-club leaders (teachers). Each Dwad Day will involve 80+ students, and the complete project will involve at least 1600 students. We suggest that no more than 10 pupils come from each school, so that they can easily be mixed with pupils from other schools. The project therefore reaches 160 schools. The teachers (club leaders) have the opportunity to see how a variety of methods can be used to encourage discussion and debate – methods they might subsequently employ in the classroom. The pupils learn to share tasks, research a topic and discuss issues concerning stem cell research.
c) Up to ten science discovery centres will each host two consecutive Dwad Days. Training of facilitators will take place prior to each set of 2-Days. Facilitators will be drawn from, for example, the sciZmic team, science and engineering ambassadors, local universities and companies, and the science centres. 
A typical Dwad Day: 
- Will start with a brief introduction to the centre, to stem cell research and to the structure of the day. Then there will be 2-3 short introductory talks from speakers with different perspectives on stem cell research
- Participants will then be split into small (~10 person) teams, each with a facilitator 
- The facilitator introduces the question(s) the team is to consider, and asks them to suggest things they might want to know. Individual teams are then given a task list, to help them focus their research
- To ensure that, when the Debate begins in the afternoon, team members have a variety of starting points and cannot avoid talking to each other, each team member will do some but not all of the tasks 
- For the remainder of the morning, and over lunch, teams work their way through their task list. 'Extra' tasks may be added at short notice, to add to the challenge (e.g. an impromptu press conference)
- After lunch, the team gets back together to report on their findings. This is the prelude to the Debate, making sure all team members have the same background knowledge 
- The facilitator then reintroduces the question for debate. Ground rules are set, and the Debate begins. Each team’s goal is to agree a ‘policy position’ to recommend to all the other teams 
- At the end of the day, the teams are all assembled and present a 1-3 point summary of their agreed ‘position’. 

